Paradoxical social effects on response to cold during ontogeny of the common white-toothed shrew, Crocidura russula.
Postnatal development of thermoregulatory responses to cold differs between shrews measured singly or in groups as a litter. Single shrews increase their metabolic response to cold within 14 days to maintain normothermia. Shrews measured in groups show little or no metabolic response to cold and do not reach normothermia before the 19th day. Lower body temperatures in groups are explained by torpor, which obviously needs the prerequisite of forming a group. Oxygen consumption of the singly measured shrews depends upon body mass.